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Fourth Chapter
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I ) Rampur manuscript (The edition of Haydarabad).
Sixthly - Bases of editing the text.
Fith Chapter

A general presentation of the subject matter of Risalat al-Tanbih.
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Text of Risalat al-Tanbih.
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In brief, we proved in the Arabic section of this study that we have, in
fact, three main issues: the first oneis represented by the Berlin version, the
gsecond one is integrated into the second Manuscript of Sapahsalar and, the
third one is lost, but fortunately the rest of our manuscripts were taken from
it. We took the Berlin issue as the original issue for the purpose of editing the
text. We bave justified this decision within the arabic part of this study
which deals with the various versions of the manuscripst.

English Analytical Index of Risalat
al-Tanbih ala Sabil al Sa’ada

First Chapter

Intrinsic value of happiness. 177-180
Means of obtaining happiness. 180-182
Conditions of the morally good. 182-184
Ability and Act. 184-193
Theory of the Virtuous mean: 194-211
Essense of the Virtuous mean. 194-203
The way to the virtuous mean. 204-208
Verification of acting on the Virtuous mean. 208-209
Warning against the pseudo virtuous mean. 209-211
The Parts of the Pleasure. 212-214
The Moral use of pleasure. 214-215
Kinds of peoples. 215-216
The Influence of pleasure on the various kinds of peoples. 216-219
The Classification of precepts, Arts, and sciences. 220-223

Second Chapter

Divisions of philosophy. 224-226
Art of Logic. 226-227
Logic as an instrumental science. 227-228
Subject of Logic. 229-230
Logic and Grammar. 230-237
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on the margin of some pages, which makes us conclude that this manuscript
had been examined critically and corrected.

The Second manuscript shares with the first its discriptions. But some
sentences and phrases in the second are either missing or not found in the
original text. It isnoticeable that after the copyist writesthe word in theline
he comes back and writes above it another word, and beside the latter he
writes the word” copy” to indicate by it that he had found another word in
the place of the one found in the original text. Sometimes the copysit cites
successively the wording of the two versions. It seems most likely that one of
the origins of this manuscript is the 1st manuscript of Sapahsalar, the
other origin is a distinct and very ancient issue.

2. The British museum Manuscript, (London), Add. 7518 Rich, 420/10,
copied 1105 A.H. '
This version has the descriptions of the first and the third of the Iranian
manuscripts.

3. The Turkish Manuscripts:

1. Millet (Fayzullah Efendi), 1213/1, (93a-102a). It is most likely that
this version had been coied from The Mashhad manuscript since ithas all of
its descriptions. However, this manuscript is distingished by being written
with incursive lines . So each line starts from the upper right corner of the
page and proceedes towards the lefthand side of the page.

2. Topkapi Sarayi museum (Imanet Hazinesi), 1730/12, (63b-69a). It is
most likely, in the light of the identical descriptions, that this version had
been copied from Mishkat Manuscript.

4. The German manuscript (Gothe Library in Berlin).5034.
There are empty spaces in some lines. Traces of water appear on the lower
part of some pages. Itis easy to observethatsome papers had been taken out
from their places and they had been returned later to the incorrect position.
We find some commentaries and a few lines of poetry on the margins.

This version is distinguished by the fact of : (a) Neglecting the dotting of
the words; (b) by Identical drawing of someletters; (c) and the attachment of
some letters like malif with some others like “allam’; writing the alongated
alif like the shortened one, (d) There are, too, some of grammatical mistakes.

(5) The Indian Rampur manuscript (Haydarabad edition, Dairet al-
Ma’arif al-Osmaniya, 1346 A.H./1027 A.C.).

This edition used relatively a recent manuscript. This can be seen from
the fact that it is remarkably deficient and distorted.

—Yoi_.



same relationship to each other as do the books of Health and Illness and
the preservation of Health and the Removal of Illness in Medicine”.

The influence of Risalat al-Tanbih is evident on Averroes’s
commentary on the Republic of plato. This is a veryimportant factbecause
it means that he had made a commentary from an Aristotelian Perspective
on the work of plato, using some of all-Farabi’s expressions. The most
distinctive topics where these expressions appear are:

1-The dealing with ways familiarize people with virtues. Wehave to say
here that the closeness between the two Philosophers may be attributed to
their taking out from the same source.

9- The role of Immitation and repetition in forming the personality.
Averroes’s words are evidently related and derived from the text of Risalat
al-Tanbih.

3- Purpose of knowledge in so far that it consists in the acquisition of the
faculty of acting virtuously, and in the elimination of vices. Comparing this
faculty with the Doctor’s jop which consists in maintaing health and
removing sickness.

We find in Averroes’s book which is called “Talkis al-Khatabah” a
discussion of intrinsic and extrinsic. Although Averroes’s sentences are
very close to those of Risalat al-Tanbih, it is probable, anyhow, that
Averroes took them out of al-Farabi’s commentary on Nicomachean Ethics.

It becomes clear, in the light of the preceding, that Al-Risalah had a
wide and extensive influence throughout the history of Islamic thoughtin
its various forms, the conservative-religious ones as well as the
philosophical ones.

The Manuscripts of Risalat al-Tanbih ala Sabil al-Sa’ada:

1. The Irananian mznuscripts:
The First Manuscript of Sapahsaler,
1216/6. (204b-213a). Copied 1091 A.H.
The second Manuscript of Sapahsalar (Tehran) 2912/4. (92a - 96a)
Mishkat Manuscript (Te hran University). 240/11. (74b - 81h).

4. The Mashhad Manuscript (Library of Asitane Kuds Radawi). 532/9-
(50D - 56b).

Description of the third and the fourth manuscripts come fairly close to
that of the first manuscript, which is distinguished from the rest by the fact
that : (a) some of its words are undotted, (b) the text is full of distortions (c)
some words are epitomized in writing, (d) there are mistakesin genderin the
use of present verbs (e) the copyist rectified the textor stated his comments

~Yoo_



(7) Muhammad Ibn Yahya ibn al-Sa’igh (Avenpace): (d. 533 H./
1138 A.C.): In spite of the fact that many Scholars have pointed out the
influence of Al-Farabian Avenpace’s Philosophy, I have not succeeded in
identifying, in the published works of Avenpace, any sentences that are
definitely taken from Risalat al-Tanbih. It is true that we find many ideas
which refere back either to Risalat al-Tanbih or to al-Farabi’s commentary
on Nicomachean Ethics, or to the works of Artistotle. But, in this case, it is
clear that we can not say that these sentences are taken emphatically from
Risalat al-Tanbih.

(8) Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim al-Shahrastani (d. 548 H./1135
A.c.): We have to say that the textfound in al-Shahrastani’s book “Al-Milal
wa’al-Nihal,” and which centers arround the relation between logic and
Grammar finds its cource in Ihsa’al-Ulum or Risalat al-Tanbih.

(9) Abd al-Latif ibn Yusuf al-Baghdadi (d. 629h.): One of his lost
works is titled “Maqalah fi Jawab Mas’alah fi al-Tanbih ala’ Sabil al-
Sa’ada”, and from the title it is very probable that he was influenced by Al-
Farabi’s work.

(10) Ibn Abi’l-Rabi, Shihab al-Din, Abu’l Abbas Ahmed b.
Muhammad (d. 7 th ¢.?) Dr. Naje al-Takriti has edited Ibn Abi’l Rabi’s
work” Suluk al-Malik fi Tadbir al-MaMalik”. It has become evident to me
from reading this took that it contains many quotations from Risalat al-
Tanbih without any reference to Al-Farabi. The quoted text appearsin page
63 and continues until the end of page 65. In addition there is another
quotation on page 85.

(11) Averroes-Ibn Roshd- (d. 595 h.): Averroes has made an ouline of
Plato’s Republic with a commentary on the text, and this outline has been
known to us only through Hebrew, and then throught recent English
translation,

A quotation from the latter shows clearly that Averroes was familiar
with al-Risalah and, benefited from it:

The purpose of knowledge, he says, is “only.... That one should act, not
that one should merely know... and to discover how these virtues can be
established in the souls of the young and gradually grow in them until they
reach perfection. And when they are perfected how they should preserve
them; and also how they should remove vice from the souls of those who are
bad. In general, the problem is similar to those in medicine. As the final part
of Medicine sums up and makes known how the body should grow up in
health, how it should be preserved, and how disease should be removed from
it when it departs from the way of health, so it is in the treatment of the
soul”. “The first and second parts of this science of politics stand in the
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(4)abu Abd Allah al-Khwarizmi (d. 387 H./997 c.):

We meetin Al-Khwarizmi’s book “Mafatih al-Ulum” with sentences similar
to what has been mentioned in Risalat al-Tanbih, particularly those
sentences which talk about the dividing of Philosophy to a theorotical and a
practical divisions, in addition to dividing the former into three parts:
Physics, metaphysics, and arithmatic.

(5) Al-Raghib, Abu’l-Qasim al-Husain b. Muhammad b. al-
Mufaddal ai-Isfahani (d. 502 h.): Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani used in his book
“Al-Dhari’a ila Makarim al-Shari’a” the ethical part of “Risalat al-
Tanbih”, where he divided pleasuresinto physical and intellectual while Al-
Farabi divided them into sensuous and intellectual.

His examples were the same as Alfarabi’s. The “good” is classified the
way Al-Farabi classified it into that which is good forits own sake, and that
which is good for something else. The latter consists of : The beneficial, The
beautiful, and the pleasurable. Al-Farabi saysthatthe human aims are: the
pleasurable, the beneficial, and the beautiful. We may notice that
similarities between the two thinkers do not stop at their ideas but extend
also to the way they expressed themselvies.

Al Isfahani’s work which istitled “Tafsil al-Nash’ ata-in wa Tahsil al-
Sa’adatain” is the one most influenced by Risalat al-Tanbih. It is made up
of Al-Farabi’s work With religious examples.

This book deals with happiness and how to acquire it. He divided
pleasures as Al-Farabi has done into sensuous, intellectual, and probable
ones. He used Al-Farabi’s own words in describing the conditions of good
deeds such as free will, doing the act for its own sake, regularly, and the
effect of repetition, habit, and skill in acquiring one’s character traits, good
or bad.

(6) Abu Hamid al-Ghazzali(d. 505 h.): We find many fragments from
Risalat al-Tanbih scattered throughhout Al-Ghazzali’s works, such as
“Magqasid al-Falasifah”, “al- Munkidh min al-Dalal”, and “Ihya, Ulum al-
din”. It is very surprising that al-Ghazzali was influenced by Al-Farabi,

considering the fact that he was among the most vehement critics of Al-
Farabi.

This influence of Al-Ghazzali by Al-Farabiis embodied in Al-Ghzzali’s
definition of good character, its foundations, and in his discussion of the
way virtue is acquired. Here we find Al-Ghazzali using Al-Farabi’s own
words. The same thing applies to Al-Ghazzali’s definition of the virtuous
mean in which, like al-Farabi, he compared it with the medical definition of
the good means.
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various works, that he had commented on the first book and part of the
gecond. At Al-Farabi’s times, the sixth and the seventh books of
Nicomachea composed a separate and distinct book widely known as
“minor Nicomachea”. The eighth and the nineth (in friendship) which
appear as if they are integrated into the original book had been considered
as a separate book entitled “in affection” or “philis”. The tenth book and
part of the seventh had been joined to each other and togather composed, at
that time, the book known as‘ the book of pleasare”.

Nicomachean Ethics had been known to Al-Farabi as to Abu al-Hasan
Al-Amiri through the arabic translation which had been made by Isac bin
Hunun. Dr. Badawi has published a translation and has ascribed it to Isac.
We have proved, at this study, that Dr. Badawi is mistaken in this, and the
translation which had without doubt been done by Isac bin Hunun is still
unknown to us.

The influence of ““Risalat Al-Tanbih’ on the philosophical thought
in Islam:

In order to identify the places which contain texts from “Al-Risahah”,
we have to read the subsequent philosophical literature. We can summerize
this survey as follows:-

(1) Yahya ibn Adi (d. 364 h.): His work which is titled “Demonstration
of the difference between logic and Arabic grammar” indicates a clear
influence by “Risalat al-Tanbih”.

(2) Abu Sulaiman Muhammad ibn Ta’hir ibn Bahram al-Mantiqi
al-Sidjistani (d. 380h.): Abu Hayyan al-Tauhidi mentioned his view on the
relation between grammar and logic, where he said that “logic is an
organon to discriminate between whatis right or wrongin whatis believed,
whatis good or badin deeds, whatis true or falsein whatis said, and whatis
fitting or unfitting to reason”.

This text is exactly identical with some parts of “Al-Risalah”.

(3) Abu al-Hasan al-Amiri (d. 381 H/991 .c.):

Abu al-Hasan Al-Amiri has dealt with the subject of “Happiness” in his
book entitled “‘Al-Sa’adah wa’l Is’ad”. Itis easy to identify many sentences
similar to what Al-Farabi had written in Risalat al-Tanbih. But these
sayings of Al-Amiri’s are ones he had quoted for certain and according to
his announcement from Aristotle’s works. So the identification between
them and those of Al-Farabi’s turns to the fact that Al-Farabi himself had
quoted too from the same source. Al-Amiri had dealt in“ al-Sa’ada wa’l
Is’ad” with the most of the topics that Al-Farabi had dealt within Risalat al-
Tanbih. And in this we see, in fact, the influence of Al-Farabi’s Risalat al-
Tanbih ala Sabil al-Sa’ada.
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we have to say that that work was written in the first stage of Al-Farabi’s
life, then we willn’t be able to justify what the “Al-Risalah” contains oflate
political and ethical writings.

Sources of Risalatal-Tanbih ‘AlaSabil Al-Sa’ada:

The first source of “Al-Risalah” is the writings of the philosopher
himself, such as “Fusul al-Madani’; “Al-Siyasa al-Madaniyya”, and “Tahsil
al-Sa’ada”.

Al-Farabi depended on Arabic-Islamic sources in manipulating the
relationship between grammar and logic; his point of view is analogical to
the view which Abu Bishr Matta Ibn Yunus has expressed in his depate
with Abu Sa’id al Sirafi on the merits of logic and grammar Itis probable
that Al-Farabi was influenced, too, by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-
Tayyib al-Sarakhsi’s writings, namely, “The Difference Between Arabic
Grammar and Logic”.

Al-Risalah reveals that Al-Farabi was influenced, too, by Aristotle’s
“Nicomachean Ethics”. Besides he has been subjected to a minor influence
by “Posterior Analytics”, “De Aima” and “Metaphysics”. His arguments
concerning the relation between grammar and logic were not original but
were inspired by Aristotle (De Interpretatione), and Alexandarian
interpretations.

The influence of Aristotle’s ‘“Nicomachean Ethics’ on Al-
Farabi’s “Risalat Al- Tanbih’;

We compared in this study the text of Risalat Al-Tanbih with the text of
Airstotle’s Nicomachean Ethics. We identified many cases of partial and
total correspondence between texts from the former and from the latter.
This fact proves that Aristotle’s above mentioned work is the main Greek
source of Risalat Al-Tanbih.

We have made it clear, by comparing texts, that Al-Farabi started
borrwing from Nicomachean Ethics atthe outsetof Risalat Al-Tanbih until
the beginning of the last quarter of it where we meet with a reference to
“Isagoge”. The part contributed by Al-Farabi in this work is, to a great
extent, of one who sums up the words of the text at some places and
expounds them at others and not going beyond commenting on the main
ideas of these texts.

It is absolutely certian that al-Farabi was well acquainted with the
Nicomachean Ethics since he had referred, several times toitin his treatise
entitled “Aljiam, beyne Ra’yay al-Hakimeyn”. The ancient Islamic
Biographers have mentioned that Al-Farabi had written a commentary on
a part (atleast) of this book. I have made it evident, through examining the
texts Al-Farabi borrowed from Nicomachean Ethics and utilized in his
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Introduction

We shall give in this intorduction, a summary of a langthy work which
has been undertaken within nearly seven years. So the citing of the main
issues, and giving only one model in demonstration will be the best stratigy
that could be done in a comprehensive study.

(A) The correct title of the treatise is “Risalat al-Tanbih ala sabil al-
Sa’adah”, and it is written by al-Farabi himself; the laiter has been proved
by comparing al-Risalah text with other texts in his wirtings such as
“Tahsil al-Sa’ada, “Fusul al-Madani”, and others.

(B) In his treatment of six different subjects in Al-Risalah (or one third
of it) we find several sentences almost identical with texts found in four of
Al-Farabi’s works: (1) Fusul Muntaza’ah (seven texts), (2) Ihsa’ al-Ulum
(four texts), (3) Ara’ ahl al-Madina al-Fadila (one text), (4) Al-Siyasa al-
Madaniyya (one text); In addition to fifteen partly identical texts taken
from the preceding works, beside “T'ahsil al- Sa’adah”, and “Risalah fi'l
Akl”.

Another purpose for comparing the text of Al-Risalah with the text of
the other works of Al-Farabi is to identify the common sentences, and the
common expressions, their kind ( Metaphysical, Ethical, Social or
Political). We have found that Risalat al-Tanbih includes sentences taken
from the social and political works, which we know for certain that Al-
Farabi had authored in the last years of his life. In the light of the
immediately preceding, we will be able to date Risalat al-Tanbih.

(C)In “Al-Risalah” Al-Farabi has made many references to his political
and ethical writhings; So we can deduce from this fact that “Al-Risalah”
has been written after these political and ethical writings, which he refered
to, such as “al-Siyasa al-Madaniyya”, “Tahsil al-Sa’ada” and “al-Madina
al-Fadilah”. Consequently Al-Risalah would be either his final work or one
of his last works. I am inclined to say that it was written in 337 Hor 338 H.,
on ithe basis of Al-Farabi’s Biography.

(D) Dr. Muhsin Mahdi mentioned in his preface to “Kitab Al-Alfaz Al-
Musta’maleh fi Al-Mantiq” (Utterances Employed in Logic) that there are
many references which indicate that it is the 2nd volume of an extensive
book in logic, and the 1st volume of this book is the treatise entitled” Al-
Tanbih ala Sabil al-Sa’ada”.

Dr. mahdi was mistaken in his classification of this work as a logical
one and not a moral: The title of the treatise is “Al-Tanbih ala Sabil al-
Sa’ada’’, most of this work is focused on happiness and how to acquire it, the
logical issues do not represent more than five subjects out of nineteen.

If we want to consider this work as a logical one-As Dr. Mahdi suggests -

S & T



i giz i g a5y o219 ardall 352>
L_JJJ'!‘ f'u.al.?pu

Stgall Betme aullill 3
[___ 3_i>w L P—]










Publications of the University of Jordan

AL-FARABI

RISALAT AL-TANBIH ALA SABIL
AL_ SA‘ADA

A critical edition prepared

by

Dr. SAHBAN KHALIFAT

Department of Philosophy
Faculty of Arts
Jordan University
First Edition - Amman - 1987



	الفارابي رسالة التنبيه على سبيل السعادة
	الفهرس


